. Under microscopic visualization, a high-speed drill was used to make a cut through the lamina, just medial to the facet joint. The cut was extended cranially to the level of the pars, at which point a transverse cut was made through the pars (A). Once these cuts were made, the inferior articular process was free floating, and it was then removed and saved as an autograft. The remaining superior articular process was also resected, as was the underlying ligamentum flavum, exposing the dural sac and the lateral edge of the traversing nerve root (B).
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